
GIUE AI{S $eHffi tlae keal ts the
ecnd the rEbB, two s€r6wa ts e<zeh

trernsom
etcg$on"

CENTEBBOAND
bem, &en eibs

WELI iE
red keal

crti<rcbed to dacEs
erre leelaeed to it.

RO{IGH-CUT eed<rr sides lo cq>proximste &e
sh@e o{ ib,e br:ll belore qttcching to ribs"

EFROM stern to stern, Fun-Fish is just
&' what her name implies. She rnakes
small bcat saitring a real joy. Easy to
handle, she will plane in even a slight
breeze. She also takes kindly to car-top
travel and is stored easily during the off-
season.

March,1964

FIIIIISH scurding with co<rrrge seiad pclper
wrcrpped cround cx 38-in. length of ftlrrine.

The hull, with a Fiberglas bottom, can
be built for less than $80, If you rnake
ycur owrr sail, Fun-Fish ean be yours
for well under $L25. This is about one-
third of what a comparable ready-made
boat would cost.

Before starting construction, review
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each step carefu.lJy. making sure that ai]
details are eleer to yon. This will save
time and Erasted rriaterial. Sides and
framing are white cedar. Deck, bottorn
and ribs are all of quarter-insh exterior
cr rnarir:.e plywood.

Et's a g*$d idea to wcrk with full-size
paper or cardboard 'bennplates of the ribs.
Actuaily, y-cu need make ten*plates of
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on}y half of each rib, since the ternpiate
can be flopped ta give you the other half .

Use hand iools to notch the ribs. Tite
lightening holes can be cut best with a
driil press and cirele cutter. While these
cpenings \Eron't sa\re much in weigirt,
they vri}i reduce the inci.dence of dry rot,

After cutting and notcl:ing the ribs.
glue end naii ali blocks in place. AH nails
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us*{g in this pr+je*i are t/a-irr- I'io" i6
P,5+neL ,qnchcu'fast i:ails. Batt*ns, deck
-beam 

ar:d k*el =,e,i.13 be fastes:.ad' t* thesc
rib bSocks.

Set up y*EEH iig at a cosEd+ntaE:!.e wcrk-
ing laeight, aboui 30 i.nclnes *ff the f;c+r.
The jig can be a singlc ZxS, aPProxi-
matety l-2 ft. icng, ilsed as & strongback.
tu'Xark rib positions and cut the op-ening
{or t}re cegiierboard in,ell hefor* clarap-
ing the deck bearr:. 'r.o the strongback'
LJt the beam exiend at eacbr end.

Glue and screw th* ribs end traslsolrl
io the beam, using twc il/z-zr:.No. ? zinc
chromaie flat-liead screws to eaah sta-
iion. ?he traescan is s/a'in" cedar witla
quarier-inch ply=vood fcrming the bagk.

insiall the ceaterboard well next- T'tus
is glued and screwed as a unit and fitted
bet.,l'een ribs t-wo a:rd ihree. Et must be

PS.,AHS AVAEE"AEfuH

E arge-scaie pEams for fuuiBdlaag Faaxe-FpF
are lvaiSah3e. HEaey a3'€ €sFcaptete wltfo
text acad additiosaiE Sarge gr?a+6os aad
drawieags. €'o get y+e.er ceFY, send $5 to
B€ecEaas?is Elltlstrated PBeets Serviee,
F awcett BeaiE€ilag, #re*nwiefu, Cosen.
0S83S (gip C*de). Ftrease ask €+r ffEara
F{e, E-3-64, Fun-Fish, whear +rdereeg",Be
sure to xescait payreaent ".ryith yoace order.

fiush witla ihe deck beam and with tlae
bctto:n of tlee grocve {cr ttae keel. In con-
str::cting the centerhoae'd 'we}l, make it
at least Ya-in. wider than the center-
board.

E€ yeu fuave e bit long enough &o gc
through the r*ast biock and th* de*k
beam yolr have ii made. Gtherwise,
you'l1 have tt> tackle t}:.e iu.ast btrock Ln

segrnents, d-riili.ng tlero'-:gle each layea
and ihen glui.ng the pieces togetieer tcr

burld up the bio*k to the proper tliick-
ness. If you pian to us* a two-i-nch roast,
make the hole abouet 2t-it . in diarneter-
Afier the gLue has drled, fair for the
i<ee1.

The keel is attached rrext anci is
fastened to the trensosn and ribs witla
glue and c*uatersunk scz'ews. Start frorc
the trensoiat and work for-nverd. Tlae
keeS shouid be fastened aisc to the cen-
terboard *rel"l and ihe rrrast bXcck.

t#arch, !#64'

fREm &e &e$raiaag
ef the huitr be€*re

md sm-sarsfu
puttanq tfue

&e Sstcraes
dsek dee:er"

PLYWOOD deckiaq is
to daeiSiterte outliaiaq

cstt<aehed teaaBererrily
sh"epe of the hac3i"

CS&EdIHG is eut to le:rq'$& mad hcnt ssc 3iq
beiose b+ixeq g3eaed end ser*w*d to d*ekiaq.
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in*hes forw'ard of rib No. 1. They are
glued and screwed to the blosks at-
tacl:ed tc each rib.

{Jsing an e}ectric planer or a hand
plane, fair the keel, battens and sides.
Check rnrith piece of plywood to make
sure that the bottom planking wiil
contact altr frarning eiernents. Finish-
sanding ean be done -with a 30-in. Iength
of furring ',vitFr coarse sand pa,per
wrapped fC**tzrzued arx ll,s.ge L291

PlT SSAESIH
SIIY LATEH

RI8 #E
F- tBVe"

0*-,*'^.-Q
e€A,sr BLesH

3itr SG,. BE O0KS

e}*;e
- 

tr1q{

If you have set up the ribs straight
and true, the sides should present nc
problem.. They are cut from half-inch
white cedar. &Xark off the profiie of the
hull and r*ugh the sides to shape. You
will have to fair sollle of the biocks at
the rib ends for a good fit. Glue and
screw the sides in place, using two or
three screws for eaeh rih end.

Efue fo+ttoatt foatterps are instatled next
and run frorn the transoryl tc abcut six
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,lee best way ta judge ihe *ver:*eil e#eci
s t* stanid five er six feet aweSr end take

trook" Tc prcvid"e a water-procf fio+=h
lt,at \E,on't rrrar, coai the anti.qued. surface
rith a clear non-liftrng lacquer.
if )rorl're staining anC vrant io eppiy

rnish coats wiihou'u deLay, don't h::-rsh +n
iae stain. (ise a pair cf ru-bber gloves, dip
. cloth wad in the stain and wri.ng it out.
lhen rub on'i. the stain r*vitir the cloth.
flhere !.t's too tright, give it an extra rub.
lhis doesn't soak the w-ood and all*ws fcr
hellackigxg in about heif an hour ualess
Eae weatkrer is unusua}ly humid.
Dcn't hesitate to adapt tlee unit's design

o ycur own needs. TIhe original was
rlaarled to solve a lisrited siorage space
rrobtrern. You Enay ::eeC a ceXlaret, file
Elace Gr a blanket chest. Just, add or sub"
ract Crawers and shelves to do the job.
fu*herever you f;t it in, cur antique secre*
ary is sure to be the bright point af the
'oorn. e

Bs€€€ ffeere*ff€s&
lContinwed, from p*ge 96]

rround it. You wiltr note that the keel has
L slight V to it. ?his and the sides receive
nost of the fairing.

The bettem is made in iwo pieces and
>utted at a slight angie on the centerline
# the keeL, Begin with a 4x14-ft. sheet
rf ptrywood (the size requires a special
>rder) and cut it in half Lengthwise" Screw
me ilalf iir place temporarily and draw the
>utlu:e of ihe huIl. At the same tirne,
nark all points of contaet wiih the fram-
ng. Remove the planking and trim to
;hape. Cut out the centerboard well and
lri.I] pilot hoLes for nails, about ZYz inches
rpart along the battens and keel, two
-rrcFres at the sides. This will help you
:ornplete the nailing before the glue dries.

Coat f,raming and piywood planking
*rith glue, line r-rp for placement using the
iemporary screw- positions, then nail in
olace. If you intend to cover the hull with
F iberglas, the nail heads can be left flush.
Dtherwise, countersink the nails about fr
Ln. and fiIl in l.ater with a good wood filler.

When the glue has dried, hand-ptrane all
=dges that project beyono. the sides and
iransom. H.ound the bottcin edges and then
sand smoothr.

{Continueri l'rl p{r.ge l-30]

&Iarch, 1964

Irh...r-*- ,-"**lii3ffiB#FrBEli-dri

FHEFA-BEICA,TEE rcilirlgs cane be used indoors
€Es well crs ouidoors to dress iap cznd protect
@r cpen stcirwcay" The iirst step in elsserm-
bly is to Eaastqtrl cE neqrel post eri ihe leqrest
step, Use cr post crt {otrr-{oct interno}s for
st<xirs casBd every selt feei $os strcrighi runs"

AFTHR cutting cs secfion to lengith, it is beut
to req'u:red slope by Ene<rlls of e litttre rnuscle
cee sh.own !n the upper photc" ?h.en it is bolied
to ih,e raewel post cned to wcrll <rt top of sicxirs'
TIne rcri!!:aEs <md siesrei posis iSlustrcxted €EFe

rracde by the Venser Froducts Co", Lodi, Ohio"
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E'ffirea tPee EauEEE &EreH and p3a** !t at &

vEorkable Sreight, using paddi:tg sc as n+t
t* mar ttrte hcttcrcl. Glue and screvr the
deck battens in place. Yhe '-v!lole deck
should be level so you may have t+ fair
a bit.

Lay the &xll-it. sheet of plyv,'c+d olL

the deck and secure ternpcrarily with one
screw at the bo-tar and one at the transom"
Draw the +utline of the hutrl on. the ply-
wood, then rerriove the planking and trirra
it to shape. Care{ul}.y rnark off t}re cockpit,
centerboard and rrrast holes and raake your
auts"

You mey find it a tintesaver as 'well as
good covrstructicn to attach the coamrng
bef *re fastenrng tlee decking irl place'
Abcut three days before you reach this
polnt you shoi'itrd, have cu'u t}:"e deck coafil-
i*g (halt:incle rsiahogany) to size, soaked
it in hot water and set !t in a sirnple jig
ta bend it io shape. After three days i:a
the jig {leave it in t}re sun ta speed things
up), the ccarrling wiil hcld its shape pretty
wei].

Giue the coanting to the decking and
screw-fasten from the undersi.de, s'uarting
from the n:ast deck block. This is simp}er
and stronger than trying tc fasten it in
p}ace after the deck is dowre. Screw the
tvro seetions of coanting tcgether where
they br:tt"

Be€*ee EttacEaisEg the deck, varnish ihe
insrCe of tlae huil. Et will be difficult to
get at ntost cf ihese arees once the d.eck
is doi,un.

You are ilow ready to attaeh the deck-
ing. Mark off the positions of the deck
battens and driltr pilot holes. The battens
are hest pulied to the decking with 7/e-tr'.

screws spaced every eight inches. I{ail
the decking to thre sides, deck beant and
transom, using a nail approxirnately every
2 Yz inches.

Saw out the deck beam between ribs
four and six to operi up the eoekpit. If
)rcu haven't already done so, cut rib frve
'lo shape as shown on the rib draw;.ng. Glue
and screw the half-i.nch mahogany csam-
ing in place around the cockpit"

All nai]"s and screws lased to attach the
deck should be c+untersunk and ih.e h*}.es
fiiled :nrith r.rood. filler.

1?n

H* FifuergEas the h*6€c'rc4. r.urn i,ire l:uii
bott*nt ux: *rr a pair of padrled sarv h*rses.
Lay y*ur cloih *n the bett*m and trim tc
rough shape, lettrng it over'liang a irii ai
the sheer line. F"ernove the cloth and c+at
the bottarn with r+si.n" Ycti car-r irux the
c+}ar rigiet in ia-iih thre resin, doing tFris

before adding ihe hardener' After the
huIl has recei.ved a coat af resin, lay the
cloth in place, aFFIY more resin tc cover
and roll sn'rooth with a paint rcller. trFfiih
scraps trimmed- front the frcnt secti*n, fiI}
in any side areas n*t covered, overtrapping
the alcth.

Give the Frberg}as a day t+ "kick *ff'"
Then, witir a disk sander, smooth +ff any
rici.ges "*rblere the cloth *',terlaps and sand
along the edge of the sheer to irim ofr ihe
excess" Also sanC cut the center'bcard
weltr.

Appty another coat af resirr and l'oli
sntooth with a fresFr paint rcller' {Et's a
Xot easier to b,ry an inexpensive rci,ler for
each" applicati*n +f resin than ta try to
clean the oid one")

BigEBt tfue EaepXE and gi.ve the coar:ring four
soats of varnish. Then give the deck a
coat of white E'irzite. Ehe deck cf F un-
Fish Hras painted yell.o-w to match the yel*
low in ikre sail. The huli i.s red.

You can choose your owrr cclors, but ='ne

recor$&tend that you EESe one of thre new
non-slip decl< paints. With srost oiher
paints, a wet deck can be as s}ippery es
a porpoise's bacie.

C*t the *esaterb+ard asE#. readder t'*
shape fron:. s/4-in. mahogany, planing the
bottom sections to a sharp edge. Give
thern four coats of varnish for a long-iast-
ing finish.

The rudder is pivot-mcunted so it vril'i
ftip up when you hit an obstacle. The
rudder hinge is made cf 1*-gauge alumi-
num.

The sail can be purahased read.y-ma*e
or you can rnake yol.Lr owri cut of sail drilJ,
which is available at most dry goods stores
and conles in 36-in. widths. lVooden poles
for your mast'and boonts can be bought
at the lumber yard if you d*n't cho'ose ta
i.nvest in alurninurn.

Check the profi.Ie drawing for rigging'
Go*d saiiing!-Et*.t E{el.l,y e

Maralz, 1954


